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Committee members present: Chair Cheri Domina, Robert Goodrich, Jay Ward, Bud Winsor 
ABSENT: Cassie Eaton, Jane Johnson, Alternates Rachel Elkins & Wally Smith 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jeremy Turner & Matthias Evans, Meadowsend Consulting Co. 

Members discussed upcoming forest harvest at Mt. Cresson with Meadowsend representatives. 
Log landings/woodyards—the current small parking lot near the power line will be enlarged to 1 acre or 
less (200x200’) to accommodate logs and trucks. Driveway will remain in the current location. Stone will 
be brought in to improve. A second landing will be created at the southern end of the property, also off 
Matthews Road (across from the Ballou Easement), with a second driveway. 
 
Resource concerns have been/will be marked and flagged with pink flagging for operators to avoid. 
These include streams, one vernal pool, desirable young crop trees (such as young white oak), springs, 
stone walls, important cavity trees, etc. Goodrich asked if we could know about anything interesting 
they discovered and marked, and Turner agreed. 
 
Streams will be crossed with portable bridges or a corduroy bridge w/small culvert, constructed and 
then removed after the job.  
 
Skid roads have been laid out with orange flagging, and will be cleared of trees. Some may follow 
current hiking trail. New ones at the southern end could be turned into new hiking trails.  
 
Trees to be targeted for harvest are marked in blue. They will be leaving many larger, older trees, as well 
as promising young ones and new regeneration, and trying to maintain the variety that’s existing—but 
leaning towards removing more hemlock, as Hemlock Wooly Adelgid is present and will get worse with 
climate change.  
 
Turner said he would put the job out to bid as a blend of “cut-to-length” and “whole tree” harvesting. 
Meadowsend does not have to take the lowest bid, but can accept the best operator for the job. Turner 
and the Conservation Commission are leaning toward a cut-to-length operation, leaving piles of slash in 
the woods rather than at the landing, and causing less damage to the forest floor. It is harder to find an 
operator to do that, however. Turner will also ask winning bidder to avoid doing the work during bird 
nesting season in late spring/early summer. 
 
Supervision—being a town forest, Turner said there will be a high level of supervision by foresters, 
involving several visits a week during the logging operation. 
 
Turner said he would work up the bid and run it by the Conservation Commission next week. If we 
approve, it will go to public notice.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cheri Domina, Chair 


